[t was pre-planned, barbaric: Top cop
on Meerpet pressure cooker murder

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Hyderabad

TWELVE days after the hei-
nous Meerpet murder, Racha-
konda Police Commissioner
(CP) Sudheer Babu confirmed
on Tuesday that Gurumurthy,
a former army jawan, had pre-
meditatedly and brutally killed
his wife, Putta Venkata Mad-
havi, on January 16.

The police said that the ac-
cused revealed the sordid de-
tails to an uncle of Madhavi on
Tuesday morning. As part of
his plan, Gurumurthy sent his
children to his sister’s house
before committing the crime.
The CP said that the accused
started an argument with Mad-
havi on purpose, during which
he smashed her head against
the wall. After she collapsed,
he strangled her to death.

He then dismembered her
and boiled the body parts on a
stove, while keeping the win-
dows of the house open. Later,

he used a roller and stone to
grind the flesh and bones .
into small pieces and
powder. Gurumurthy

then flushed the heated
water and other waste,
while small bones, ashes and
other remnants were put in a

paint bucket and dumped in .

Jillelaguda lake.

The accused then cleaned
the house and brought his kids
back. The kids also nntlced a
foul smell in the house.

When initially ques-
tioned by the police, the
accused tried to mislead
the investigation. How-
ever, the police recon-
structed the crime scene
and collected evidence, in-
cluding the bucket used to
transport Madhavi’'s remains
to the lake.

“We will try to ensure swift
conviction in this case. The in-
vestigation 1s progressing rap-
idly, and we will file the
chargesheet soon,” stated the

CP

The po-
lice seized
16 items, in-
cluding the
victim’s
clothes and
evidence
from the
kitchen and
washroom. Pieces
of bones and other
remnants were also recov-
ered from Jillelaguda Lake.
Sudheer Babu stated, “We
have gathered sufficient evi-
dence to prove this case In
court. The case represents an
ultimate stature of barbaric
and inhumane behaviour,
with the accused showing no
remorse for his actions.”

The case, initially regis-
tered as a missing complaint
at the Meerpet PS on January
18, has now been altered as
murder. The police invoked
Sections 103 (1), 238 and 85 of
BNS.



Man formally arrested for murder

PRIYA RATHNAM | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 28

The Rachakonda police on
Tuesday formally arrested
ex-armyman P Gurumurthy
for the murder of his wife
Venkata Madhavi in a case
that attracted national atten-
tion for its brutality.

Rachakonda police commis-
sioner G. Sudheer Babu said
Gurumurihy, who displayed
no remorse, was arrested on
the basis of technical evi-
dence, forensic analysis, and
a detailed examination of
CCTV footage.

Kev to breaking the case
was the discovery that the

victim had not left her home,
after she was seen entering
the premises with her hus-
band on the night of Jannary

15.
Sudheer Babu said that
after an argument,

Gurumurthy had slapped his
wife, causing her to fall and
lose consciousness.



Meerpet murder:
Accused took 9 hrs

to chop wife’s body

CITY BUREAU

It took nearly nine long
hours for Guru Murthy, the
ex-serviceman, to chop the
body of his wife, Venkata
Madhavi (35), into pieces
and then dispose of it in
their house in Meerpet.

Announcing Guru
Murthy’s arrest in the mur-
der case, Rachakonda Po-
lice Commissioner G Sud-
heer Babu on Tuesday said
it was the most gruesome
murder case he had seen in
his service. The suspect had
no remorse for his act.

He said Guru Murthy re-
turned home with his wife
after leaving their two chil-
dren at his in-laws’ house on
January 15. The next morn-
ing, he picked up an argu-
ment and slapped Venkata
Madhavi, due to which she
hit against the wall and col-
lapsed on the floor."He
strangled her to death and
then decided to cover up
the murder without leaving
any traces of evidence.

The suspect crushed
the bones with a
stone roller and then
flushed them down
the toilet, says
Rachakonda CP

Using a kitchen knife, he
chopped her hands and legs
into smaller pieces and
laced in a bucket. He then
eated water using an im-
mersible water heater,
boiled the parts, and later
burnt them on the single

burner gas stove,” he said.
The suspect then crushed
the bones with a stone roller
and then flushed them
down the toilet. The bone
pieces were kept in the
trash bin, to be disposed of
later. “It took him about
nine hours from 10 am to 6
pm to complete the chop-
ping, boiling, burning and
grinding process and dis-

posing body,” the CP said.
(SEE PAGE 2)



Meerpet murder:
Accused took 9 hrs to
chop wife’s body

“He then cleaned the bathroom using
detergent and phenyl to remove any
traces of evidence. To minimise the foul
smell while burning, he kept the doors
and kitchen windows open,” he further
said. After disposing the body, Guru
Murthy brought back the children and
slept in the house.

Initially, the Meerpet police had
booked a woman missing case and in-
vestigated. Upon examining the CCTV
footage near the couple’s house, there
was no evidence of Venkata Madhavi
going outside. Over suspicion, Guru
Murthy was taken into custody and he
confessed to the killing. The police
seized a total of 16 materials used by the
suspect including a stove, knife, roller
and stone, water heater, mobile phone,
detergent, room freshener, acid bottle
and bucket.
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